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Modern Japanese Buddhism and Pan-Asianism

Session Abstract:
“Modern Japanese Buddhism and Pan-Asianism”

The aim of our panel, which is entitled “Modern Japanese Buddhism and
Pan-Asianism,” is to investigate the activities of Japanese Buddhism in Asia and the
discourses related to these activities from the early twentieth century to the closing
days of the Second World War by taking a post-colonial approach. In particular, we will
discuss Buddhist ideas of pan-Asianism that provided the ideological background to
missionary activities in colonial Korea, Manchuria, Mongolia, and the occupied
territories of China. In this panel, we will pay special attention to the activities of the
Nichiren and Jodo-Shinshu sects of Japanese Buddhism, interdenominational
Buddhist organizations and religious policies of the Japanese colonial regimes. In this
way, we hope to throw further light on the various forms of interplay between Japanese
Buddhism and the Asian mainland.
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Aim and Methodology of this Panel:
“Modern Japanese Buddhism and Pan-Asianism”

Modern Japanese Colonialism and the Missionary Activities of
Japanese Buddhists

The missionary activities of Japanese Buddhism began with the advent of Japanese
imperialism. Japanese imperialism had two dimensions: a particular side seen in its
specific colonial policies and a universal side in its general adherence to modern
colonialism. Firstly, Japan was the sole non-Western imperial power and her colonies
were almost exclusively located in the classic Chinese sphere of influence (with the
exception of Japan’s possessions in the South Seas and the Karafuto islands). Secondly,
Japan emulated strategies of colonization and modernization from the West. Indeed, it
has been argued that Japanese imperialism represented an extreme application of
colonialism (Mark Peattie in “The Japanese Colonial Empire: The Vicissitudes of Its
Fifty-Year History”). One of the remaining tasks in the study of Japanese imperialism
1s to inquire into the role that Japanese Buddhism and Japanese Buddhists played in
Japan’s colonial project and the reality of colonial modernity that it gave birth to.

The aim of this panel is to provide a survey of the activities of Japanese Buddhists
in the colonies. For this purpose, we will pay particular attention to the tendency
among missionaries to employ a rhetoric heavily drawing on Pan-Asianist ideas.
Following Benedict Anderson and his concept of the “imagined community,” we see the
Japanese empire as an “imagined empire,” in which the alleged natural unity of the
East Asian people was postulated by Japanese imperialists. In this panel, we attempt
to outline a specific aspect of the intellectual fundament of this empire. The idea of a
singular Asian community, which enabled the “imagined empire,” was expressed and
made concrete in Pan-Asianism. In the definition of TAKEUCHI Yoshimi,
Pan-Asianism is the idea of the unity of the Asian people that attaches itself to an
overarching system of thought (such as Capitalism or Communism, imperialism,
cosmopolitanism). Hence, Pan-Asianism was presented in the ideas of Japanese

thinkers of a wide variety of political persuasions.
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Defining “Buddhist Pan-Asianism”and the Problems of the Concept of
Toa ( East Asia)

Buddhist missionaries, too, formulated a particular strand of Pan-Asianist thought to
provide the ideological foundation for their activities. We shall call this strand of
Pan-Asianism“Buddhist Pan-Asianism.” In our usage, the term Buddhist
Pan-Asianism refers to the view that insists on the solidarity and unity of Asia based
on a shared “universal” Buddhism.

A geographical term that was usually employed in discussions of Japan’s
relationship to her neighbours was 7ba (# i, literally: East Asia). As has been shown
by KOYASU Nobukuni, the term had not only a geographical meaning, but also carried
strong political connotations, as it came to be increasingly used as a euphemism for
Japan’ s colonial territories from 1920s onwards. Japanese Buddhists invoked very
similar ideas when they spoke of 7oa Bukkyo (i #i{,#, East Asian Buddhism) in order
to legitimate their missionary activities. Taking this as our starting point, we wish to
elucidate the concrete intellectual basis by which Buddhists engaged in missionary
work, what function their Pan-Asianist discourse fulfilled, and what role these
missionary activities played (or ultimately failed to play) in the larger scheme of

Japanese colonial and imperial expansion.
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The Jodo-Shinshu Sect’s Missionary Work in Colonial Korea

: Mission of Civilization?

KAWASE Takaya (Kyoto Prefectural University)
t-kawase@kpu.ac.jp

Summary

My paper will treat the religious policies of the Governor-General of colonial Korea
during the 1910s and 1920s. Further attention will be paid to the missionary activities
of Japanese Buddhism with a focus on the Jodo-Shinshu Sect in the same locality. I will
argue that the ideological foundation for the policies of the colonial regime and the
activities of Japanese Buddhist groups was provided by ideas of “Buddhist
Pan-Asianism,” and the notion of a mission civilisatrice or “civilizing mission,” which
was also found among many Christian missionaries.

Keywords

Jodo-Shinshu Sect, Governor-General of Korea, religious policy, Buddhist Pan-Asianism,
Civilizing mission.

Section 1: An Outline of the Religious Policy of the Governor-General of
Korea

Japan began to rule of Korea in 1905, after the Russo-Japanese War. From 1905 to 1910,
Japan made Korea a protectorate, and the Japanese-appointed Resident-General of
Korea promulgated a policy on religions with the title “Regulations on Religious
Activities” (Z %/ B =B A VB H]) in 1906. In these regulations, the
Resident-General of Korea legalized the control of Korean temples by Japanese
Buddhist groups (Article 4). Thus, several famous Korean temples fell under the control
of Japanese Buddhism. In these agreements, the motives of Korean Buddhism, which
saw an advantage in cooperation with Japanese Buddhism, coincided with the interests
of Japanese Buddhism, which wanted to be acknowledged by colonial government.
After Korea became a Japanese colony, the Governor-General of Korea promulgated
an act about Buddhist temples with the title “The Temple Act” (F5F]47) in 1911. The
purpose of the act was to create a legal structure through which the Governor-General
of Korea could intervene to remove or merge temples. The Governor-General of Korea
intended that the Korean Buddhist temples adopt the same system of organizational
structure as Japanese Buddhism, making them a conduit for conveying the will and

ideas of those who govern to those who are governed. This act insured that Korean
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temples could not oppose the Governor-General of Korea. Rather, the Governor-General
of Korea ordered the temples to hold ceremonies connected with the Japanese Emperor
(including the Emperor’ s birthday, Empire Day, and others). Thus, even the daily
rituals of Korean Buddhism were forcibly Japanized.

In August 1915, he Governor-General of Korea issued a further law concerning
religion, with the “Act on Propagation” (fiiZ(#fiHl). This law applied to all religious
activity. Through this law, Christianity appeared as an object of state control for the
first time anywhere in the Japanese legal system (Articles 6 and 13). The Temple Act
and the subsequent Act on Propagation gave the Governor-General of Korea the power
to control all religion in Korea, especially control over the personnel administration of
religious groups (Articles 3-7). Any religious leader in Korea could be removed at the
will of the Governor-General of Korea to maintain public peace (Article 12).

In other words, Japanese Imperialism intended to remake the religious systems of
Korea along Japanese lines, and to saturate colonial Korea with religions authorized by
Japan. The religious policy of the Governor-General of Korea was therefore a kind of
extension of the policies of the metropole.

The March First Independence Movement of 1919, organized by religious leaders
who styled themselves “representatives of the Korean nation/ethnos” (ffifif R4,
shocked and threatened the Governor-General of Korea. The Governor-General of Korea
regarded foreign Christians’ missionary work with particular suspicion and attempted
to counter it, hastening to cultivate collaborative persons with “cultural policies” under
the 3rd Governor, SAITO Makoto (75 /#%5£), in the 1920s.

As in the case of the “cultural policies” generally, SAITO took a conciliatory policy
toward religions. For example, the Governor-General of Korea permitted corporate
rights for foreign Christian missionaries. Further, SAITO made an appeal at the
celebrations for the 50th anniversary of Jodo-Shinshu’s Pusan betsuin branch temple as
follows (1926):

We have succeeded in maintaining public peace in the peninsula, cultivating it
in every aspect. But we have to persevere in insuring the loyalty [of the peoplel
and spreading the virtue of the Emperor. We hope that Buddhism will develop
the spirit of the Korean people and we believe that we can expect a substantial

contribution from Buddhism.

This presentation clearly shows the essential function that the Governor-General of

Korea expected from religion.
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Section 2: The Colonial Missionary Work of the Jodo-Shinshu Sect and Its
Discourses

Japanese Buddhist missionary work spread alongside Japanese imperialism. For
example, the Jodo-Shinshu Sect’s two main schools, the Otani School and the Honganji
School, established temples and missionary branches in Korea in numbers represented

in Graph 1.

Graph 1.
Number of Temples and Missionary Branches Established by the Jodo-Shinshu Sect (Otani
School and Honganiji School)
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Japanese Buddhism was expected to stabilize the public sentiment of the natives,
just as were other religions in the colonies. From the first missionary workers, Japanese
Buddhism tended to assist imperialism. OKUMURA Enshin (B A4fF.0»), the first
propagator of the Otani School, reported as follows in 1898:

“The nation and the Dharma are like the skin and hair; Japan and Korea are
like the mouth and the teeth. Japan and Korea should join in a partnership for
perfection. On consideration, East Asia is going to be increasingly endangered,
and there is no need to stress Korea’s crisis. To cultivate the Korean nation
agrees with our teaching based on loyalty. Korea brought civilization to Japan
in ancient times. It is the time to repay that kindness and propagate our

Buddhism.” (Okumura’s report to the head temple, or honzan)
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Along with an expression of unity between the national policy and Buddhism,
Okumura emphasized the intimacy between Japan and Korea. In ancient times, Korea
gave Japan “civilization,” including Chinese characters, Confucianism, a system of laws,
Buddhism, and so on. Conversely, Okumura rationalized his activity as repayment of
this historical debt. With the concept of the “civilizing mission,” Japanese Buddhism
(Sect Jodo-Shinshu) arrived in the colonies just as Christianity missionary work had.
What we have to pay attention to is the hostility of Japanese Buddhism toward
Christianity. In the early years of Japan’s modern period, it is said that both Shinto and
Buddhism groped for a public raison detre by showing their hostility toward
Christianity. According to Okumura’s Diary of Missionary in Korea (FAfEEATZHGE)
he met many Korean leaders and monks, appealing to them with the argument that
Buddhism is useful for protection against the incursions of “evil” Christianity. The
notion that Eastern Asia has a “common” belief in Buddhism was required in the
growing tendency to imperialism. We can consider this concept as a kind of “Buddhist
Asianism.” In this concept, we can find a kind of familiarity to Asia’s Buddhist countries
and at the same time, a lack of attention to Japanese imperialism. Buddhist Asianism
was made possible only because of the background influence of Japanese imperialism,
which was expanding in eastern Asia.

In the year of the annexation of Korea (1910), Gennyo (J&4l) , the leader of the
Otani School, gave a sermon to his adherents. In this sermon, he recognized the
annexation of Korea for the peace of eastern Asia and he said that this “new member of
the Japanese Empire” would be welcomed and cultivated through the charity of the
“civilized” Japanese, and that the civilizing mission would be consistent with the
merciful heart of the Buddha. This logic that mixed the charity of the Japanese
Emperor with the mercy of the Buddha was typical of the discourse that legitimated
colonization. Geopolitical annexation was recast in a religious vocabulary, making it
seem to be an unavoidable fate.

A delegation of Korean monks went to Tokyo and visited Gennyo in 1917. He sent
them 31-syllable Japanese poems (waka) that expressed the desire to assimilate Korea’s
Buddhism and its people.

The Governor-General of Korea and Japanese Buddhists shared a prejudice that
blamed Christian missionaries for plotting the March First independence movement.
Thus, the Otani School of the J6do-Shinshu Sect held that Governor-General of Korea
should support Japanese Buddhist missionaries to forestall the spread of Christian

activities.
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We have to pay attention to the insistence of Japanese Buddhist denominations:
that Buddhism could overcome the barriers between the Japanese and the Korean
people because of its international (or inter-racial) character.

According to the discourses of Japanese Buddhism at that time, we can consider
that Buddhist Asianism legitimated the rule of Asia by Japanese imperialism after the

fact, just as did “political” Pan-Asianism.

Conclusion

Now we can confirm two characteristics of Japanese Buddhist missionary work in
colonial Korea. Japanese Buddhist missionaries had a concept of “Buddhist
Pan-Asianism”; they believed that the Japanese and the Korean peoples could
collaborate through their common belief in Buddhism, in spite of racial barriers, and
they complied with the religious policies of Governor-General of Korea.

Finally, let me point out the difficulty of analyzing “discourses” in that time.
Needless to say, the discourses of Buddhist missionaries in their newsletters and official
magazines were written to express their loyalty and the legitimacy of Japanese
colonialism. Thus, to deduce evidence of “cooperation for state policies” or “loyalty to the
emperor”’ from these discourses may seem to be tautological. Still, we are left with these
repetitive and vacuous discourses, which are our only evidence. Therefore we have to

analyze these discourses through a variety of methods.
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FUJII Nichidatsu's Buddhist Pan-Asianism
in Manchuria and India

TSUJIMURA Shinobu
(Japan Society for the Promotion of Science)

1imoneko@f4.dion.ne.jp

Summary

This paper discusses the issues related to a famous Japanese priest, FUJII Nichidatsu,
and his religious community, Nipponzan Myohoji. It is said that Nichidatsu and his
disciples were supporters of Japanese militarism, like those in other sects. As they
admit it themselves, it is true. But why they did so remains unknown. In this paper, I
argue that “Buddhist Pan-Asianism” is the key to answering this question.

Keywords

FUJII Nichidastu (#3FH %) , Nipponzan Myohoji ( H A[L#b#%75) |, Japanese Buddhist
Missionary Activities in India, Japanese Buddhist Missionary Activities in Manchuria,
Buddhist Pan-Asianism.

Introduction: About FUJII Nichidatsu and Nipponzan Myohoji

FUJII Nichidatsu (or Gyokatsu) was a founder and great teacher of the Nichiren Sect
Nipponzan Myohoji, and known as one of the few Japanese to meet M.K. Gandhi (
1869-1948) during the Sino-Japanese War. After the war, Nichidatsu and his followers
launched a movement in which they strove for peace, advocating “non-violence,” so that
Nipponzan Myohoji remains famous for its pacifism. Nichidatsu is still admired for his
achievements in the peace movement and for his role in cultural exchange in Asia.
However, in wartime, Nichidatsu was engaged in missionary activities in various parts
of Asia, including India, Manchuria, and China. Further, members of the sect
sometimes participated in military operations as propaganda workers or field advisers.

This paper will address the question: “What made Nichidatsu and his disciples
support the war?” It suggests that Nichidatsu’s actions were based on Buddhist

Pan-Asianism, not on mere patriotism, nor on blind loyalty to the emperor.

Section 1: Nichidatsu in Japan

FUJII Nichidatsu was born in Kumamoto, Kyushu. His family made a humble living as

farmers, and they opposed Nichidatsu’s commitments to Nichiren and his decision to

10



TSUJIMURA: Fuijii Nichidatsu's Buddhistic Pan-Asianism in Manchuria and India

enter the Buddhist priesthood at the age of 19. After making this decision, Nichidatsu
studied in various educational facilities founded by the Nichiren Sect, the Pure Land
(Jodo) Sect, and the Shingon Sect.

When he was 28, Nichidatsu burned a part of his arm as a ritual to memorialize the
death of the Meiji Emperor. That night, he had a revelatory dream, which instructed
him to begin to spread “proper faith” in Nichiren. By Nichidatsu’s time, rituals like
self-immolation were no longer common for Japanese Buddhist priests. This episode
suggests the strength of Nichidatsu’s personality, which would later lead him to leave
the Nichiren Sect entirely. His ritual innovation, which was to use a portable drum
when chanting the Lotus Sutra, was also controversial. He was often in trouble with the
Japanese Salvation Army, the Nichiren Sect itself, and the police.

However, the most specific characteristic of Nichidatsu was his enthusiasm for
India. In the “Remonstrance with the Bodhisattva Hachiman” (“Kangyo-hachiman-sho”
FRIBE UKD, a writing attributed to Nichiren; the term kangyo meaning “to remonstrate
with the ruler”, there is this phrase: “The sun rises in the east and casts its rays to the
west.” This was taken as a sign that Japanese Buddhism would return to the
“Yueh-shih” (H K), an ancient kingdom in Central Asia, whose name Nichidatsu
interpreted as “India.” And Nichidatsu highly evaluated Nichiren and the Lotus Sutra
(Hokkekyo), flatly asserting that “this most excellent religion did not arise in India,
China, or Korea.”®™ This statement shows his belief that “Japanese Buddhism” stood for
the doctrine established by Nichiren, which he believed in. Before 1917, Nichidatsu
studied various the doctrines of various branches of Japanese Buddhism, not only the
Nichiren Sect, and prepared for the day when he could travel to India to cultivate people
there. It is at this point that he developed his perspective on Asia: the union of Japan,

Korea, China, and India, mediated through Buddhism.

Section2 Nichidatsu in Manchuria (1917-1923)

In 1917, Nichidatsu finally left Japan and crossed to northeast China. For him, he
was just “passing through” Manchuria on his way to India.® However, Nichidatsu
founded many ashrams in Manchuria. Few contemporary records survive to
document his first missionary activities in China; his later writing, based on his
recollections, are full of hostility towards his surroundings, which repudiated
Nichidatsu and his beliefs. As in Japan, his missionary activity was not always
welcomed in  Manchuria, either. The ritual of loudly chanting
“Nanmyo-ho-renge-kyo” (Fg #E4b755#EHERL, “Homage to the Lotus Sutra’) seemed odd

enough to constitute an insult to the Japan Empire. In his first trip to Harbin,

11
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Nichidatsu was arrested by the police of the Japanese consular office, restrained,
and ultimately deported to Japan. Like the secular administration, the missionaries
of the Nichiren Sect in Manchuria also kept Nichidastu at a distance.

However, in spite of these challenges, Nichidatsu never gave up his mission. He
set up the first branch of Nipponzan Myohoji in Liaoyang. It was not persecution, but
a different event, that made him return to Japan: the Great Kanto Earthquake of
1923. The earthquake signified two kinds of danger to Nichidatsu. The first was
“the calamity of revolt within one’s own domains” (jikai hangyaku nani 5B,
the second, “the calamity of invasion from foreign lands” (takoku shinpitsu nan
[E{2:&#E). Both crises were predicted by Nichiren, in his “Establishment of the
Legitimate Teaching for the Protection of the Country” (“Rissho ankoku ron” 37.1F%Z
[E 7, written in 1259-60. Nichiren had prophesied that a great earthquake would
precede the two crises. Then Mongolia attacked Japan and disasters occurred in
1260s, so the Kamakura Shogunate called Nichiren a prophet. Nichidatsu thought
that same things would happen after 1923. ®

Threatened again by disaster, Japan was in danger. Nichidatsu returned to his
homeland and began his missionary activities in Japan, especially in Tokyo, and
founded more ashrams. In his understanding, the disaster was a warning to a
degraded modern Japan, imploring it to awaken from the spell of the materialism
brought by the West.®@ Nichidatsu believed that this corruption had begun in the
Meiji period, and he worried that materialism from the West would eventually
undermine Japanese spirituality altogether. The importance of his way of grasping
this conflict, between the West/materialism and Japan/spirituality, cannot be

overemphasized.

Section3 Nichidatsu in Manchuria (1930-1931,1936-1945)

As you know, mappo Kit or “the final Dharma,” is a key concept in Buddhism. It is
said that Buddhism will spread through three periods; mappo is the last one. In this
period, Buddhism will decline and society will lose its order. Nichidatsu believed
that mappo had already arrived in his time. Thus, after his missionary activity in
Japan had gotten started, it was only natural for him to head for Asia again.

When he reached Manchuria, Nichidatsu found that some of the ashrams that
he had organized were defunct and that his people had gone. However, some people
in Manchuria remembered that the Japanese consular officials had done a
disservice to him, so they expressed sympathy for Nichidatsu. Further, Nichidatsu

could use the clout acquired from the backing that he received from some new

12
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acquaintances in Japan, men called “Pan-Asianists.” These included, for example,
TOYAMA Mitsuru (GH|LI7# 1855-1944), a magnate of the Japanese right wing, and
KASAKI Yoshiaki (% K B B 1892-1955), who later became a counselor of
Manchuria.® Their major concerns were the future of Japan and their devotion to
the Lotus Sutra. Between their connections, the rising public interest in the Lotus
Sutra, and his own personal charisma, Nichidatsu was able to gather a considerable
number of supporters in his second visit to Manchuria. Nichidatsu and his disciples
were ensconced as chaplains, and Nipponzan Myohoji became highly esteemed
among Japanese in Manchuria. Nichidatsu also became acquainted with other
Pan-Asianists there (such as TSUKUDA Nobuoffif5 7%); these men shared his
concerns with patriotism and Buddhism. Further, they shared one more issue of
common concern: Mohandas K. Gandhi.

On the way to India, Nichidatsu made the rounds of China, where he frequently
saw the words “DEFEAT JAPAN” written in Chinese graffiti.® In his diary, he
recorded the rage that this graffiti inspired in him. However, on the other hand,
when he had a meeting with the president of the South Manchuria Railway Co.,
Nichidatsu advised him not to exploit the peoples of Manchuria, China or Korea. The
reason for Nichidatsu’s advice was obvious. To him, the peoples of these areas were
“benefactors” who originally introduced Buddhism into Japan, without exploiting
Japan.(? If Japanese behavior were upstanding, then the “true” intentions of Japan
would earn the sympathy of the Asians, Nichidatsu said.® To this end, all Japanese
immigrants and Japan itself should be upstanding in their actions. The same thing
could be said with regard to India.®

Nichidatsu’s optimistic attitude toward the affiliation with East Asia based on a
concept of the “sphere of Buddhism,” an understanding of the Sino-Japanese War as
the strife between two countries that had forgotten their common Buddhist
heritage. Hence, Nichidatsu’s mission in Japan, China and India was to take
Buddhism back to Asia. Moreover, he wished to insure peace in the future, and

planned to hold talks with Gandhi to enlist his help in peacemaking activities.

Section 4 Nichidatsu in India (1931-1936)

In the 1920s, Gandhi and his nonviolence movement attracted widespread interest
among the Japanese intelligentsia. Because of a great antipathy toward the West, and
compassion for the tragic conditions of India, many Japanese Pan-Asianists wished to
play a part in India’s independence movement. Nichidatsu was one of these figures. He

saw India to be putting up a brave resistance, but at the same time, he considered the

13
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difficult situation of India to be attributable to the lack of Buddhism there. For Japan,
Nichidatsu should have learned a lesson from India’s case.(10

As mentioned above, Japanese Pan-Asianists felt a kinship with India. However,
Gandhi himself disclosed that he was opposed to the Japanese military campaigns in
China.

Gandhi met Nichidatsu in 1933. In spite of the wide difference in their opinions,
after the meeting, they called on each other while Nichidatsu remained there.() One of
Nichidatsu’s pupils was welcomed to the ashram of Gandhi, spending long years there.
(120 SHIMODA [2002] and NAITO [2002] have already pointed out that the two had
respect for each other, but they neither insisted that the other follow him.

In the end, Gandhi did not become a supporter of Japanese Army; Nichidatsu’s
disciples cooperated with the Japanese Army as chaplains or operatives in Operation
Imphal, in 1944. Nichidatsu returned to Manchuria with a bone relic of the Buddha that
was given to him by priests in India and Sri Lanka. He founded many stupas, praying
both for peace in Manchuria, as well as for the victory of Japan. Notably, the stupa that
built in 1942 in Shinkyo #7i, the capital of Manchuria, was supported by the Minister
of Manchuria himself.

In Korea in 1945, Nichidatsu was informed of Japan’s defeat. He saw Japan in

crisis again, which once more made him return home.

Conclusion: Nichidatsu and “Buddhist Pan-Asianism”

When we look back the past, it is easy to criticize Nichidatsu as a supporter of Japanese
militarism and imperialism. However, the situation is not so simple. Nichidatsu was a
critic of Japan’s harsh treatment of its colonies. When he was in India, the Japanese
army called Nichidatsu and solicited his opinions on ruling India. Nichidatsu replied
clearly, saying that the Japanese Army DID NOT understand India. He told them that
if they regarded India as a country easily controlled by force, then their strategy would
go awry and would eventually lead to defeat.(® In fact, Nichidatsu made the same
claims for China and Korea. So, in one sense, he could be described as a brave pacifist.
Here we are investigating in the site of “Buddhist Pan-Asianism.” As noted in our

stated Aim and Methodology of this Panel, Pan-Asianism is the idea of the unity of the

Asian peoples that attaches itself to an overarching system of thought (such as

Capitalism or Communism, imperialism, cosmopolitanism). It also applies to militarism

and pacifism. In conclusion, I would like to state the following five points, showing the

similarity between the ideas of Nichidatsu and Pan-Asianism.
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1. Hostility to the West/Materialism

Nichidatsu and the Pan-Asianists shared a common view of the world: a dichotomy
of “the West/Materialism” versus “the East/Spiritualism.” Nichidatsu was convinced
that the West exerted a harmful influence on Japan and Asia. He thought that the
Chinese who refused to follow Japan must be “contaminated” by Western culture.
Therefore, he thought that Chinese would identify themselves with Japan if only
they knew the true morality of Japan. Consequently, his hostility to the

West/Materialism made him turn away from the conflict between Japan and China.

2. Sense of superiority of Nichiren

I wish again to lay emphasis on the fact that Nichidatsu highly evaluated Nichiren
and the Lotus Sutra. Further, he identified the superiority he saw in both Nichiren
and the Lotus Sutra with Japan itself. It is quite probable that this view of

Nichidatsu was readily connected to Pan-Asianism.

3. In the Field

Unlike other Japanese priests in Asia, Nichidatsu was one of the Japanese visitors
who lived together with peoples of Asia. In his diary, especially the parts written in
India, he describes his life meeting and dining with many people. Nichidatsu had
conversations with the people there about Buddhism, Peace, and the Future.(9 His
disciples settled in India in advance of his visit and made preparations for
Nichidatsu.

On the other hand, his diaries in China hardly mention Chinese people at all,
including only a few lines about some Mongolian priests. In China, Nichidatsu ate
with Japanese soldiers and Japanese Pan-Asianists. This difference stems from the
development of Japanese community at the time. The difference would also have

influenced his views of various countries.

4. Who is “the ruler of the country” (kokushu )?

One of the most important themes in the “Establishment of the Legitimate Teaching
for the Protection of the Country” is that of giving admonition to the ruler. According
to Nichidatsu, Nichiren also claimed that the ruler would assume full responsibility for
the misfortune of his country. If the ruler were wrong, then disaster would come to the
country. Nichidatsu felt no fear in accusing the Army or the soldiers he met, nor did he
fear the authorities who arrested him. For all that, he never rejected or criticized the

Emperor. Instead, Nichidatsu advocated the Emperor and the system. He burned his
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arm to memorialize the Meiji Emperor, and he was later arrested by the police while
praying with a drum for the recovery of the Taisho Emperor from his illness. His

adoration of the Emperor kept him from doubting the unity of Japan.

5. Peace of mind, peace in the real world.
ICHIKAWA [1971] has pointed out(® that there are some key concepts indigenous
to Buddhism that led modern Japanese Buddhists to war. One is the theory of
anshin-ritsumei or anshin-ritsumyoZ:.(»3ifi. This is a Confucian term originally
used both in the Zen and the True Pure Land (Jodo Shin) Sects. The term refers to a
state in which one totally gives up himself to his fate and thereby achieves peace of
mind. ICHIKAWA said that this concept allowed Buddhists to think that the present
condition should be accepted as it was, so as not to upset one’s peace of mind. Buddhists
thinking along these lines gave priority to peace of mind over peace in the real world.

Turning our attention to Nichidatsu, it seems quite probable that his sense of
crisis about the world in mappo reduced his sensitivity to war victims. He wrote about
Misery and sorrow accompanies war.16) With his long experience near the battlefront,
Nichidatsu was himself accustomed to misery and sorrow. This experience made him
and others lose sight of the real world. This attitude, the mind that finds presages in
dreams, and tries to find some meanings in events seen, made Nichidatsu and others
uncritically accept everything before their eyes. They thought that everything would be
settled appropriately of its own accord in the end. This is fundamentally the same as the
innocent thought that the Pan-Asianists embraced. They believed that Japan’s true
intensions would finally become clear to the international community, including the
Chinese, once Japan won the war.

As we have seen, Nichidatsu and Pan-Asianism share many points in common.
It is easy for us today to blame Nichidatsu and others for their irresponsibility and
Inconsistency as priests who sought peace. However, criticism of this sort not only
meaningless, but negative, unless we also investigate what factors made them do
what they did. In the future, more research on human relations and historical
matters, geographical matters and related areas should be carried out, so that we

have a clearer insight into the ideas and activities of FUJII Nichidatsu.
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Notes

(1) Volume3, p.191

(2) Volume3, p.262

(3) Volumel, p.37

(4) Volumel, p.64

(5) He wrote some letters to them.

(6) Volumel, p.347

(7) Volume3, p.266

(8) Volume3, p.266

(9) Volume5, p.81

(10) Volume3, p.361

(11) Volume5, p.18-28, p.40,p.79,

(12) MARUYAMA Gyoryo. KASAKI introduced him to Nichidatsu.
(13) FUJII 1972. pp.169-174

(14) In many case, he was with his pupil as an interpreter.
(15) ICHIKAWA 1971.

(16) Volume5, pp.357-358

Bibliography

PRIMARY SOURCES

i B #(FUJIL, Nichidatsu) [ HEZRHE] BESCAE. 1994—1999 4,
Volume.1 [ZIEZER
Volume.2 [B#HE4)
Volume.3 [P6KBA%HEE
Volume.4 [{ABGKAL]
Volume.5 [ HAFCJ
Volume.6 [Efii4E 1]
Volume.7 [EffiE 2]
Volume.8 [Zf#4E 3]
Volume.9 [Efti4E 4]
Volume.10 [EfEi4E 5]
[Hep3 ez ] Frkrt, 1972

SECONDARY SOURCES

1)l 5% (ICHIKAWA Hakugen) [{AZE OGS EL) [AFE OB ET], FRKiL, 19714,

LT ETHE (YAMAORI Tetsuo) [ o REBRIL 7 7 30— FA— A EOB A I T7 U7 R %1 14-9,

HARE SRS T 7 IRA R ITF A SAE 6. 1973 47,

BB EOT U7 %1930 RO HEIBIR) [7 U7 #%%] 17-11, B A S IRMENE T

T RGBT RS, 1976 47,

WNHEHEE (NAITO Masao) MK A—r 5 1 —& BAAN G2 b oI TT7YT7 - T 7 U NSiE
SCALEFZE] 63, WEANERERZET VT - 77 U h SESULIFZERT. 2002 £,

THIESL (SHIMODA Masahiro) [R¥IZH G SN 2{0%0 T/EAE] 943 B, EHEIE, 2002 4,

17



IAHR 2005 TOKYO

Missionary activities of Nichiren Buddhism in East Asia

OTANI Eiichi (Toyo University)
eichi.otani@nifty.ne.jp

Summary

In my presentation I will examine the missionary activities of the Nichiren Sect (H #52)
of Japanese Buddhism in East Asia during the modern era. Particular attention will be
paid to the activities and personality of TAKANABE Nitto (Z&%H %, 1879-1953), a
Nichiren missionary in Mongolia. I will show how TAKANABE's own Asianist thought
was heavily influenced by such prominent pre-war Nichiren Buddhist thinkers as
TANAKA Chigaku(H #%'~%), HONDA Nissho (K% H ), and SHIMIZU Ryozan(i /K%
(l1). I will also give an outline of the Nichiren Sect activities throughout East Asia. In
conclusion, I will elucidate the political significance of TAKANABE's thought and
activities in particular, as well as the activities of Japanese Buddhism in East Asia in
general, by situating them in their general historical context.

Keywords
TAKANABE Nitto, Nichirenisim, the Nichiren Sect, Mongol, Buddhist Pan-Asianism

1 The Purpose of My Presentation

Today 1s the presentation to analyze the missionary activities of the Nichiren sect in
East Asia before the Second World War. By focusing on the activities of TAKANABE
Nitto (80 H#E, 1879-1953) . TAKANABE was a Buddhist priest of the Nichiren sect,
active in Fukuoka in the Kyushu region. He was Buddhist-Asianist heavily influenced
by Nichirenism, the nationalism-inspired modern Japanese Buddhist thought. In 1905,
he started the magazine Great Asianist (KHiffiifii \) and advocated Asianist discourse
grounded in religious ideas.

There are few researches about the thought and activities of TAKANABE, written
by Nakano [1976], Narangona [1998], Fujioka [2004]. However, what seems to be
lacking is the study of the relation between his religious thoughts and activities. So in
this presentation I would like to focus attention on his religious thought and missionary
activities in Mongolia, referring to these earlier researches and also analyzing the
original source such as TAKANABE's own writings. I shall consider the relation
between the thought and activities of TAKANABE, using the analytical concept

“Buddhist Pan-Asianism”and present my opinion about the missionary activities of the
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Nichiren Sect of Japanese Buddhism in East Asia before the Second World War.

2 The Feature of Nichirenisim

Nichirenisim (H3#3:%%) is the nationalism-inspired Nichiren Buddhism advocated by
TANAKA Chigaku (HH %%, 1861-1939). He was the founder of the Kokuchu-kai
Society which is a lay Buddhist association. Nichirenisim spread by the efforts of
HONDA Nissho (K% H/E, 1861-1931), a superintendent priest of the Kenpon-Hokke
sect and SHIMIZU Ryozan (iE/K#%: 111, 1864-1928) , a priest of the Nichiren sect, became
popular in Japanese society during 1910's~1920's. Especially, TANAKA and SHIMIZU
connected Nichirenism and national polity([E{&) ideology and systematized it, that is
the original theory of Japanese national polity (H A[E{&%%) [TANAKA, 1919(1932);
1922(1981)], the original theory of the unity of religion and politics (FfA—%iw). It is
clear that the discourse of TAKANABE was influenced by both of these Nichirenisit
thinkers.

NISHIYMA Shigeru has made four important statements on the feature of
Nichirenism by TANAKA, SHIMIZU and ISHIWARA Kanji (1722, 1889-1949) who
was a military offier which took part in the Manchuria invasion. First, analyzing
Nichiren Buddhism in reference to Japanese national polity, Secondly, intending to
make this world a utopia by appearance of Gold-wheel-turning king (44X ), Thirdly,
requiring to make the Japanese Emperor ( K 2 ) and Japanese centrism(but
ISHIWARA'’s standpoint is not so), Fourthly, as they made a deep differences and sharp
tension between Nichiren Buddhism as subject and Japanese national polity as object,
and Japanese national polity(ideal Japan) and actual Japan, they laid the action to
eliminate that differences (but SHIMIZU’s standpoint is not always so).[INISHIYMA,
1985:186-187]

First~Third, but not Fourth applies to the case of TAKANABE. He locates his
standpoint with “great Japanese nation principle (K H A[E +%5) or “Pan-Asianism (K
M HE 3258)” . Moreover, the word “Nichirenism” was defined by TAKANABE as “ means
of the mission and end of building the Third Reich to unite the ideal of Japanese
nation-building and the thought of Buddha land in the Lotus Sutra (15%#%).” He valued
a solution of Asian problem at that time and emphasized an achievement of the moral
unity of the whole world by Gold-wheel-turning king=the holy son of heaven (82 K)=
the Japanese Emperor. His discourse and practice that was related closely to
continental policy by Japanese Government was very political.

The reason TANAKA and SHIMIZU considered “Emperor” as the Messiah, was
derived from the defense of the fatherland Mandala GE&[E = Z##). This Mandala was

19



IAHR 2005 TOKYO

discovered at Kyoto in 1915 and the question whether it was real thing or not being
raised at that time [SHIMIZU (Ryu), 1916]. It was put down “Sun Goddess (KX
#),”“the holy son of heaven= Gold-wheel-turning king,”“Yahata Bodhisattva (/\if K&
7%)” under “Namu-myoho-renge-kyo (F§fEib{:#i#E#%),” Furthermore there was writing
of “Heavens always defend great Japanese nation” beside signature of Nichiren.
TAKANABE valued this Mandala too and insisted the theory of the Emperor-worship
similar to SHIMIZU’s opinion.

In addition, TANAKA and SHIMIZU also referred to Nichiji( H £, 1250~?), one of
six disciple of Nichiren, who pioneered in overseas propagation of the Lotus Sutra
[TANAKA, 1906] [SHIMIZU,1910]. TAKANABE also defined his missionary activities
by Nichiji Legend.

3 The Brief History of TAKANABE and the Feature of His Thought

1. The Brief History of TAKANABE

TAKANABE was born in 1879 at Fukuoka in the Kyushu region and entered Buddhist
priesthood at the Hongaku-ji (A=) temple in Fukuoka at an infancy period. After he
studied at Ikegami-Honmon-ji (i F4F9<F) temple in Tokyo and Sozan graduate school
(fH 1L K %P8)in Ymanashi, he established “The Society for searching ruins of Nichiji’at
his twenties and researched Nichiji's footprint in the country and various places of the
Continent.

In 1924, TAKANABE built Mt. Tairiku-zan Mizuki-in (CKFE[L/KIEBE) temple at
Mizuki in Dazaihu to spread into the continent and communicate with the people of
Asia. FUJIOKA points out that this temple was the place where TAKANABE exalted
his Asianism and his thought of national defense [FUJIOKA, 2004:305]. TAKANABE
had the idea of “uniting Chinese continent”’and asserted that Japan united Asia, getting
a foothold in Korea [ibid.,:315].

For him, the place to practice his ideal was Mongolia. In 1927, TAKANABE built
service tower for the dead Mongol force (& Z/V#HEMEFEE) when Mongols raid the
Shikano-shima island at Hakata bay in the middle ages. Next year he was appointed

specially missionary activities to Mongolia from The Nichiren-sect.

2. The Feature of TAKANABE's Thought

For TAKANABE, “ST. Nichiren's Buddhism means the unity of religion and politics (B
#— %, FILEA)” [TAKANABE, 1921:68] Especially, defending the fatherland
Mandala was symbol of the unity of religion and politics. He said that the relation

between the three secret lows (= KF#%7%) in Nichiren Buddhism and three holy durables
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(ZFEDMER) in the Japanese myth was that “though these names were separate, these
are the same. ” [TAKANABE, 1921:77]

His interpretation about the three secret lows is similar to TANAKA's
interpretation. Additionally, about the relation between Nichiren Buddhism and
Japanese national polity the opinions of TANAKA and SHIMIZU are similar.
TAKANABE also advanced the theory of the Japanese Emperor- worship similar to
SHIMIZU's opinion.

TAKANABE interpreted that defense of the fatherland Mandala imaged as“the
great object of worship uniting the whole world” [TAKANABE, 1928(1934):83], and
“relieving contemporary China,” [TAKANABE, 1921:14] “friendship of East Asia and
defend of peace for the whole world.” [TAKANABE, 1928(1934):83]For him, the person
to unite the whole world was “the holy son of heaven= Gold-wheel-turning king” which
was represented in this Mandala, that is the Japanese Emperor. He explained that
Emperor had “justice” and “military power”.

By the way there is one other thing that is important in his theory. TAKANABE
insisted that Japan had the calling to unite the world morally. This calling was
represented by “six missions of Japanese nation-building” based on Kojiki ({55 5t) and
Nihon shoki (HA&E#d). First, the ideal of nation-building = Global peace, Secondly,
the imperial rescript by Gods (K##)=the mission of Japanese nation, Thirdly, the
creation of the country=the sprit of national defense, Fourthly, Izumo in age of gods=the
contemporary Manchuria and Mongol, Fivethly, reducing Korea to Japan= Manchuria
and Mongol nation-building, Sixthly, the force of Emperor army =peace of
Asia[TAKANABE, 1937:55]. To borrow TAKANABE's pharases, Japan and Korea were
unified from the age of Gods and there was not another nation in the area of Manchuria
and Mongol. He declared Japan to have the mission of uniting all of Asia a posteriori,
because Japan had the ideal of “fated continental policy”.[ibid., :63]1t is clear that these
discourses mean to justify the imperialistic policy of Japan.

In addition, TAKANABE's insistence of uniting all of Asia was motivated by Nichiji
Legend and building the service tower for the dead Mongol force. He connected “fated

continental policy’to Nichiji Legend and building of this tower.

4 The Missionary Activities of the Nichiren Sect and Mongol Missionary
Activities by TAKANABE

1. The Policy of the Missionary Activities of the Nichiren Sect in East Asia
As YOSHIDA Kyuichi points out, Japanese Buddhist groups propagated in Asia ,

promoting to achieve “uniting the whole world (J\#L —5).” “Greater East Asian
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Co-Prosperity Sphere (K B #f 3t %¢ [& )’and to invade the continent after The
Japanese-China War (1937-1945) [YOSHIDA, 1998:291]. The Nichiren sect too
prepared for war, working to form “the movement for Establishing the Correct Teaching
and Rewarding the Nation for all national spirit mobilization ([ E¥E##aEN B 37 1E #H[E
iE#H))”. Next year the Nichiren sect organized the 2rd movement for establishing the
Correct Teaching and Rewarding the Nation and cooperated with Japanese army in the
continent.

In November 1938, Prime Minister KONOE (5% 4H) unveiled his manifesto of
“building the new East Asia order CGRHEE LT AL)”. Next Year UAMDA Gyokei(f5 H
177%)who was Teaching Director in the Nichiren sect emphasize to build the new East
Asia order and uniting all of the world, based on KONOE's statement.

At that time in 1939, there were 50 propagandists and 24 propagation places in
Mongol, North, Middle and South China.

Thereafter the Nichiren sect promoted war activities raising the slogan “on
Establishing the Correct Teaching and Rewarding the Nation (SZI1E#[E) within the
country, and on Establishing the Correct Teaching and developing Asia (37 1F Bl )

outside the country”.

2. Mongol Missionary Activities by TAKANABE

In the above-mentioned war supporting system of the Nichiren sect, TAKANABE, as
supervisor for missionary in Mongolia, left for Kouwa which was the capital of the
Mongolian Allied Autonomous Government in July 1939. In August 29, He took part in
the 4th Mongolian Convention and after 3 days when the Mongolian Allied Autonomous
Government was approved by the support of the Kanto army (BH#), he established
the division of supervision for missionary in Mongolia. After this he lectured “the
worldwide mission for missionary activities in Mongolia by Nichirenism”at army special
duty organization in Houto in September 4, and “Opening the rock door of heaven in
great Asia”’at Kouwa Public hall in September 12. In addition, he held a opening
ceremony for the defense of the fatherland Mandala, gathering 400 total people
consisting of 20 Lamanism priests, Chinese priests, Mayor, Head of elementary school,
Mongolia junior high school staffs and students. In the winter of this year, he built Mt.
Minobu-Kouwa the branch temple and Mt. Tensho-Kenkoku temple.

After that he propagated his teaching at hospital, school, ministry and his temple.
And he returned home in October 1941, leading 10 Mongol's young persons.
TAKANABE executed his plan of foreign exchange of young persons in Japan and
Mongolia. In September 1942, TAKANABE built the temple for Establishing the
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Correct Teaching and Developing Asia to admire Emperor who was considered to
complete the Pacific War.

In 1946, he returned home from Mongol. After the Second World War, though he
was active and shuttled between Mizuki and Tokyo, the activities were less political

than those in the prewar days.

5 Conclusion

We can understand Asianism that started from the Meiji era and finish at the Showa
era as “Pan-nationalism” [Duus, 1992:108]. It is reconciled with the ethnic concept of
nation and Imperialism. Especially, “Greater East Asian Co-Prosperity Sphere (kB i
3£5¢14)” ideology carried out a function were Pan-nationalism camouflaged Imperialism
expansion [ibid., :114]. It is clear that Imperial Japan imaged“Asia community”’and
identified Japan with Asia, and Pan-nationalism as Asianism. Similarly, using as
Pan-nationalism TAKANABE also insisted on uniting all of Asia by Asianism. His
Asianism was based on Nichirenism, hence he insisted to unite all of Asia by Nichiren
Buddhist Pan-Asianism.

What needs to be notice in TAKANABE's Asianism is that be practiced the policy of
the missionary activities of the Nichiren Sect in East Asia. The Nichiren Sect responded
war supporting system by Japanese Government and adapted to the national policy, so
the Nichiren Sect propagated in East Asia for “Establishing the Correct Teaching and
Developing Asia”. TAKANABE met leading persons both in Mongol and Japan of the
Mongolian Allied Autonomous Government. Like this, TAKANABE's activity was part
of the missionary activities of the Nichiren Sect in East Asia and the imperialistic policy
of Japan, as well as political religious practice. The practice of Buddhist Pan-Asianism
as like TAKANABE Nitto was special example, but his discourse and practice was part
of the activities of Japanese Buddhism in East Asia integrating the imperialistic policy

of Japan.

My special thanks are due to FUJIOKA Kentaro(Kyushu university), NAGASHIMA
Hiroki(Saga university), JINNO Susumu(the Kokuchu-kai society), ISHMI Yoshiaki(the
Kokuchu-kai society), SAIJYO Gisho(T6itsudan Foundation), Ranjana Mukhopadhyaya
(Nagoya City University).
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Summary

This presentation considers the activities of Buddhist scholars in the Second World War.
I focus on the International Buddhist Society, which was active from 1933 to 1945, by
way of example. The International Buddhist Society became a war organisation,
although it started out as an academic society and an international exchange
organization. After the invasion of Southeast Asia by the Japanese Imperial Army, the
International Buddhist Society researched the spread of Buddhism in this region. I
would like to discuss the transformation of the Society in this presentation.

Keywords

The International Buddhist Society, 'Toa Bukkyd’ or ‘East Asia Buddhism’, Political
Nature of Academism, the Second World War.

Introduction

In my presentation today, I will talk about Japanese Buddhist studies during the
Second World War. In particular, I would like to focus on the International Buddhist
Society (Kokusai Bukkyo Kyokai [EFSA# {2, 1933-1945), or the IBS.

Let me begin by sharing with you the reason I became interested in this subject.
The IBS has been mostly disregarded in the history of modern Japanese Buddhism,
although many Buddhist scholars were members of the Society. In fact, the IBS has
never been studied post war.

I think that it had been taboo to talk about Buddhist scholars during wartime. And
the IBS was quite a different society in the first and the latter halves of its existence.

Because the IBS was society of academic pursuits and friendship, it trained agent
provocateurs during the Second World War. This is probably the reason why it has not
been talked about until now, since it was an organization with close ties to the war.

There are three subjects I'd like to talk about concerning the IBS. First, I will give
you the background of the establishment of the IBS. Then, I will explain the policies and
activities of the Society. Finally, I will focus on the IBS in the Pacific War.
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1. Background of the Society’s Establishment

The IBS was formed through the common enterprises of Buddhist scholars, in
particular two key scholars, TAKAKUSU dJunjiro & #f JIE & B (1866-1945) and
WATANABE Kaikyoku J£i0##H (1872-1933).

They edited the 7aisho Shinshi Daizokyo [ KIEHE Ki#t) [Taisho Buddhist
Canon 1924-1934], which is probably the most accurate Buddhist canon used in the
world. The Nippon Buddhist Research Association (Nihon Bukkyo Gakkai H A{AZ*
%) was established by WATANABE in 1929. In addition to Nanden Daizokyo [ Fa{s K
#&) [Pali Bubbhist canon 1935-1941] were books issued to commemorate TAKAKUSU’s
distinguished services. TAKAKUSU theorized that 1934 is the 2,500th anniversary of
the “birth” of Buddha, and Academic conference on the 2,500th birth anniversary of
Buddha (Buttan Nisen-gohyaku-nen Kinen Gakkai fA#E — T L Fil/&%2) was held
in December 1934. This is the basis of TAKAKUSU’s theory (Buddha; birth BC566,
death BC486), which refers to Syusyo-tenki 52550 .

Thus, TAKAKUSU and WATANABE were the leading Buddhist scholars in Japan.
WATANABE, who had contributed to academic circles for many years, died suddenly in
1933. A conference to mourn WATANABE was held, during which it was decided to
establish the IBS.

2. Policies and Activities

The IBS was founded on December 16, 1933, with an office in Ginza, Tokyo. According to
an English publication, the purpose of the IBS was “the dissemination of Buddhism to
the world at large.”

When it first began, the IBS planned the following activities. 1) To produce writings,
compilations, translations and publications concerning Japanese Buddhism and culture,
as well as Buddhists studies; the English monthly magazine The Young Fast, the
English annual magazine Studies on Buddhism in Japan, and the Japanese monthly
magazine The Kaigai Bukkyo Jijo WiSML#F [Foreign Affairs of Buddhism]. 2) To
establish Buddhist chairs, and to facilitate the exchange of professors and students. 3)
To hold lecture-meetings, seminars and cinema meetings, receptions and farewell
parties, exhibitions and memorial services. 4) The exchange of Buddhist cultural
matters. 5) To establish the Japanese Buddhist Research Institute and library for the
sake of foreigners engaged in Buddhist research. 6) To take foreigners to Buddhist sites
and temples. 7) To hold an International Conference. 8 And to correspond with

Buddhist organizations, individuals, institutes and universities all over the world. A

27



IAHR 2005 TOKYO

total of 94 branches of the IBS had been established by 1938.

The following scholars participated in the Society as board members. The President
was INOUE Tetsujiro - E# VRS (1855-1944). Counselors were ANESAKI Masaharu
fifil IETR (1873-1949), OGIWARA Unrai #KJ5 2226 (1869-1937), SAEKI Join 7 {FA7E il
(1867-1951), SUZUKI T. Daisetz A K#i(1870-1966), and TAKAKUSU Junjiro EillE
YKES (1866-1945), at al.

Standing Committee were TOMOMATSU Entai A #: M :#%(1895-1973) of chief,
KIMURA Nichiki AFf A (1882-1965), TACHIBANA Shundé SZ{Ef2iE (1877-1955),
NAGAI Makoto RFHEZE (1881-1970), MIYAMOTO Shoson &= AER (1893-1983), and
YAMAMOTO Kairyu [LIAPE#E (1893-1948), et al. In addition, the IBS also had local
directors and research students, many of whom were famous Buddhism scholars at the
time.

You may think that the IBS appeared to be a genuine academic society. I will show
you the facts. The IBS received sponsorship from the Society for the the International
Cultural Relations (Kokusai Bunka Shinkokai [EFEC{LIEELE), which was affiliated
with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs established in April 1934.

The reason for the establishment of the International Cultural Relations was
because the Government of Japan had seceded from the League of Nations in March
1933. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs needed an organization for cultural exchanges
overseas; an organization that was operated jointly by the Government and the private
sector. In short, cultural activities were used as propaganda by the Japanese
Government.

This was frequently seen in the description of the Society’s publications. In a
certain article, for instance, it was said, “Japanese culture in particular depends on
Buddhism. We believe that we should extend Buddhism to foreign countries in order to
raise the position of Japanese culture in the world.” [“The Member Wanted” Kaigai
Bukkyo Jijo vol.1 no.4, 1934. p.39]. Also, director KIMURA wrote the article “The
International Buddhist Society and Global expansion of Japanese Buddhism” in the

magazine [Kaigai bukkyo jijovol.4 no.9 in 1937].

3. The Second World War and the IBS

The IBS cooperated in the construction of the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere
(Dai Toa Kyoei Ken KE#iI5¢[&), which was a plan to liberate Asian countries from
Western colonization. But in fact, it turned out to be another colonization of Asia by
Japan. Under this policy, in 1937 the Sino-Japanese war broke out, and it eventually

developed into the Second World War.
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The IBS began to consider Southeast Asia more than ever before. It was a political
purpose that coincided with national policy. For instance, there were the following
movements.

The magazine Kaigai Bukkyo Jijo frequently featured Southeast Asia Buddhism in
Thailand, Sri Lanka (Ceylon), Cambodia, Myanmar (Burma), Indonesia, and Vietnam.
Although little attention had been given to Buddhist culture in Southeast Asia, the
magazine introduced it in a positive manner.

In April 1941, the Pali Cultural School (Pali Bunka Gakuin EF]SU{L5BE), was
established by the IBS in Tokyo. Professors taught Pali, Thai and Burmese to young
monks. As a result, the IBS sent priests to Southeast Asia as agent provocateurs. As
civilian employees of the Japanese Imperial Army, priests agitated against the common
people of Southeast Asia.

The First Vésak Festival (Dai-1kai Nanpo Budda-Sai %5 1 [EIFd 5 {APESR), the
annual festival of Théravada Buddhism, was held in Tokyo in July 1941, backed by the
Intelligence Office of the Cabinet, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Education
Ministry, and others.

Policymakers needed to understand the local religious culture for military
operations, occupation and colonization, because religion was the common people’s way
of life. The IBS collected information about and researched Buddhism in Southeast Asia,
which was necessary for the invasion of Asia by Japan. For example, the research of
Islam was also necessary for strategic purposes during the war period. The Greater
Japan Muslim League (Dai Nihon Kaikyo Kyokai &K H A[R[Z1#£), an extra-government
organization, investigated Islam in China and Southeast Asia at around the same time
as the IBS was researching Southeast Asian Buddhism.

The IBS used the term ‘East Asia Buddhism’ (76a Bukkyo ¥#E{AZ0) or and ‘Great
East Asia Buddhism’ (Dai T6a Bukkyo KIEHi{L#). Literally, this was used as a
campaign slogan that aimed to unify Buddhists in the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity
Sphere through the slogan of “Buddhism of East Asia.” Toa Bukkyo’ was a geopolitical
concept far exceeding a geographical name. This concept was a declaration that two
different Buddhisms -- Mahayana Buddhism and Theravada Buddhism were united,
and it meant that Japanese Buddhism played a leadership role in Buddhism in East
Asia and Southeast Asia. In short, the IBS supported the construction of the Greater
East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere in terms of Buddhism.
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Conclusion

Today I have talked about the IBS. The IBS was engulfed in Asianism and
expansionism through the advance of the war. In conclusion, the IBS is an important
organization in the history of Buddhism studies, and an organization that demonstrates
clearly the trend of thought in the second decade of the Showa Era.

I'd like to sum up the features of the IBS. First, when it started, the IBS was an
academic society and an international exchange society. Second, the IBS greatly
changed its policies from the 1930s to the 1940s. Third, the IBS taught priests to act as
agent provocateurs, and sent them to Southeast Asia during the Second World War.
Fourth, changes in the IBS policies meant changes in the recognition of Asia by
Buddhist scholars and Japanese Buddhism.

Finally, talking about the political nature of academism and Asianism in Buddhist
studies has long been avoided. I would like to say that the main theme of this congress
is “Religion: Conflict and Peace.” “Conflict” in the history of modern Japanese Buddhism
has not been researched, or has only been roughly evaluated, in ideological studies. We

should conduct empirical research into the modern history of Japanese Buddhism.
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9
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